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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE WELLINGTON 1626 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS : EAID, EFIN, WS 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED ADB LOAN TO WESTERN SAMOA FOR POWER PROJECT 
REF: MANILA'S 6618 

1 . REFTEL ADDRESSED INFO WELLINGTON REQUESTS WELLINGTON' S 
VIEWS IN PARA 9. 

2. I HAVE JUST RETURNED FROM BRIEF VISIT TO APIA, BUT 
DEPARTED PRIOR RECEIPT REFTEL. 

3. FROM TALKS WITH GWS, ADB AND UNDP OFFICIALS THERE 

I BELIEVE EXTENSIVE SURVEYS ON POWER PROJECT NECESSARY 
BEFORE WORK CAN BE CONFIDENTLY COMMENCED. CONCENSUS OF 
NUMBEROUS " EXPERTS" IN APIA WAS THAT KNOWLEDGE OF VIABLE 
HYDRO SOURCES LIMITED. ACCORDING TO ONE KNOWLEDGEABLE 
NZ HYDRO ENGINEER THERE HAD BEEN TALK OF USING AN 
OLD VOLCANO CRATER AS A STORAGE LAKE, BUT NO STUDY 
OF WHETHER CRATER WOULD HOLD WATER OR WAS REALLY 
EXTINCT. 
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4. COMMENT: MANY PROJECTS STARTED IN SAMOA DON' T 
HOLD WATER. 

WOOD 
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